
 

Researcher/Organization: Allen D. Roberts, John Ewanowski / History Projects  Date: 2018 

 HISTORIC SITE FORM (10-91) 

UTAH STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

 1  IDENTIFICATION  

 

Name of Property: Hyrum H. & Alma E. Hackford Forbush Residence 

Address:   1705 E. Creek Road Township 2S Range 1E Section 33 

City, County: Cottonwood Heights, Salt Lake UTM:   

Current Owner Name:  Blake E. & Melissa B. Haws USGS Map: Draper Quadrangle (2017)  

Current Owner Address:  same as above  

  Tax Number: 22-33-201-006-0000 

Legal Description (include acreage): BEG N 1522.48 FT & E 466.13 FT & N 75^48'20" W 372.42 FT & N31.24 FT FR 

CEN SEC 33, T 2S, R 1E, SLM; N 75^43'30" W 152.36 FT; NW'LY ALG A 437 FT RADIUS CURVE TO R 22.42 FT; N 

160 M OR L; E 60.72 FT; S 78^ E 101.13 FT TO BEG. 0.61 AC M OR L. 

 2  STATUS/USE  

 
Property Category Evaluation Use 

  x building(s)   x eligible/contributing*  Original Use:  single family dwelling 

     structure      ineligible/non-contributing 

     site      out-of-period  Current Use:  single family dwelling 

     object *marginally; heavily altered 

 
 3  DOCUMENTATION  

 
Photos: Dates Research Sources (check all sources consulted, whether useful or not) 

 x  digital:2018   x abstract of title  x  city/county histories 

     prints:   x tax card & photo      personal interviews 

 x  historic: c. 1940      building permit      USHS History Research Center 

      sewer permit      USHS Preservation Files 

Drawings and Plans      Sanborn Maps      USHS Architects File 

     measured floor plans      obituary index      LDS Family History Library 

     site sketch map   x city directories/gazetteers      local library:  

     Historic American Bldg. Survey   x census records      university library(ies): 

     original plans available at:   x biographical encyclopedias 

     other:      newspapers 

 

 

Bibliographical References (books, articles, interviews, etc.) 

Attach copies of all research notes, title searches, obituaries, and so forth.  

 

City Between the Canyons: A History of Cottonwood Heights, 1849-1953, Allen Dale Roberts, pre-publication manuscript, 

2018. 

Ancestry.com biographical files. 

U.S. Censuses, city directories, death certificates. 

Real estate records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 4  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  

 
Building Style/Type: Victorian residence with mid-20th century additions No. Stories: 1.0  

Foundation Material: rock, concrete Wall Material(s): stucco over masonry, siding over wood frame   

Additions:     none      minor   x major (describe below) Alterations:     none       minor   x major (describe below) 

Number of associated outbuildings     0          and/or structures    0       . 

Briefly describe the principal building, additions or alterations and their dates, and associated outbuildings and structures.  

Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 

Said to have been built in 1885, the Victorian form and crosswing plan of the original home to the left/west confirm this date 

as plausible. The recessed, long, one-story addition and gabled garage to the right/east appear to date from the mid-20th 

century. Together, the center addition and garage are about twice as wide in frontage as the original house, which itself has 

been severely and adversely altered architecturally. The front, projecting, gable-roofed wing now has a wide, modern window 

and the historic porch posts have been replaced with newer wrought iron ones. The exterior walls have been stuccoed 

white.—the same white color of the additions is an apparent attempt to contemporize the historic house. The result is a 

simplified, austere design that looks neither modern, nor historic, but an awkward hybrid of the two. 

 

In plan, the Forbush House has 1,582 s.f. and sits on a 0.61-acre lot. Its eight rooms include three bedrooms and one 

bedroom. It is a one-story, single family residence said to have been remodeled in 1992. 

 

 
 5  HISTORY  

 
Architect/Builder: unknown Date of Construction: 1885, c. 1950s 

 

Historic Themes:  Mark themes related to this property with "S" or "C" (S = significant, C = contributing). 

(see instructions for details) 

    Agriculture     Economics     Industry     Politics/ 

 C Architecture (marginal)     Education     Invention       Government 

    Archeology     Engineering     Landscape     Religion 

    Art     Entertainment/       Architecture     Science 

    Commerce       Recreation     Law     Social History 

    Communications     Ethnic Heritage     Literature     Transportation 

    Community Planning     Exploration/     Maritime History     Other:   

      & Development       Settlement     Military 

    Conservation     Health/Medicine     Performing Arts 

 

Write a chronological history of the property, focusing primarily on the original or principal owners & significant events.  

Explain and justify any significant themes marked above.  Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 

The Forbush House sits on a smaller piece of a larger parcel conveyed by the United States to Charles B. Baker via 

homestead patent in 1876. Charles Benjamin Baker was born in Canada in 1822/33, the son of John and Amy Cole Baker. 

One of the earliest residents of Union, in 1860 he married Crucy/Creusa Mathielda Elmer, born in Illinois in 1842 as the 

daughter of Union pioneers Elijah John and Martha Ann Osborn Elmer. In the year he obtained this land (1876), Baker sold it 

to William Dyer. 

 

William Dyer was born in 1827 and came to Utah in 1862 with his wife, Sarah Jane Morgan Dyer. He died on February 7, 

1877, only a short time after buying this land. In 1882 Dyer’s estate sold the property to Hyrum Henry Forbush, who owned 

it for the next 44 years. The original home extant on this site was likely built for Forbush and his family as it was said to have 

been built in 1885, and by appearances, that is likely to be true.   

 

Hyrum Henry Forbush was born in 1851 in Council Bluffs, Iowa during the Mormon trek west. He was the son of Rufus 

Francis and Sarah Louisa Beckstead Forbush and the grandson of early Little Cottonwood and Union pioneers Rufus and 

Polly Clark Forbush. His wife was Illinois-born Alma Elizabeth “Bessie” Hackford Forbush. She was born in Hertfordshire, 

England in 1858 and came to Utah in 1863 with her English parents. They were married in 1877 and had at least seven 

children. A farmer, in 1926 Hyrum conveyed the property to his wife Alma and in 1932, the year before his death, she sold it 



 

 

to their son Marvin A. Forbush and his wife, Ruth Rosetta Osborne Forbush. She continued to live in the home with her son’s 

family until her death in 1948. 

 

Marvin Alma Forbush was born in Union in 1904 to Hyrum Henry and Alma/Bessie Hackford Forbush. In 1926 he married 

Ruth Osborne, born in 1907 as the daughter of Charles H. and Mary A. Osborne. Marvin worked as a government teamster 

and died in 1958. The additions to the house appear to have been made during the years of Marvin and Ruth’s ownership. 

Ruth remarried and in 1969, as Ruth R. Forbush Schiffman, she sold the property to Alden E. and Marian Donna Forbush 

Haws. Ruth died the next year. 

 

Alden Eugene Haws was born in Utah in 1934 to Glenn L. and Mabel Rasmussen Haws. He was married in 1954 to Marian 

Donna Forbush and then again in 1983 to Doris Kay Harkness. In 1977, perhaps due to a divorce, Alden sold the property to 

Marian and he moved to La Verkin, Utah. 

 

In 1982 Marian Forbush Haws sold this house to its present owners, Blake E. and Melissa B. Haws. 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 
 

1705 E. Creek Road. 

 

 

 
 

1705 E. Creek Road. 

  



 

 

 
 

1705 E. Creek Road. 

 

 

 
 

1705 E. Creek Road. 

  



 

 

 
 

1705 E. Creek Road. 

 

 

 
 

1705 E. Creek Road. Outbuilding on property to east. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

1705 E. Creek Road. Outbuilding on property to east. 
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