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 1  IDENTIFICATION  
 
Name of Property: John W. & Charlotte T. Fowlks Residence 

Address:   6608 S. 2300 East Township 2S Range 1E Section 22 

City, County: Cottonwood Heights, Salt Lake UTM:   

Current Owner Name:  Ann Christine Gray USGS Map: Sugar House Quad. (2017)  

Current Owner Address:  same as above  

  Tax Number: 22-22-330-009-0000 

Legal Description (include acreage): BEG AT CEN SEC 22 T 2S R 1E SL MER W 253.26 FT S 0^07'30" W 163 FT N 

89^52'30" E 253.26 FT N 163 FT TO BEG LESS ST 0.82 AC. 

 2  STATUS/USE  
 
Property Category Evaluation Use 
  x building(s)   x eligible/contributing  Original Use:  single family dwelling 
     structure      ineligible/non-contributing 
     site      out-of-period  Current Use:  single family dwelling 
     object 
 
 3  DOCUMENTATION  
 
Photos: Dates Research Sources (check all sources consulted, whether useful or not) 
 x  digital:2018   x abstract of title  x  city/county histories 
     prints:   x tax card & photo  x  personal interviews 
 x  historic: c. 1940      building permit      USHS History Research Center 
      sewer permit      USHS Preservation Files 
Drawings and Plans      Sanborn Maps      USHS Architects File 
     measured floor plans      obituary index      LDS Family History Library 
     site sketch map   x city directories/gazetteers   x local library:  
     Historic American Bldg. Survey   x census records      university library(ies): 
     original plans available at:   x biographical encyclopedias 
     other:      newspapers 
 
 
Bibliographical References (books, articles, interviews, etc.) 

Attach copies of all research notes, title searches, obituaries, and so forth.  
 
City Between the Canyons: A History of Cottonwood Heights, 1849-1953, Allen Dale Roberts, pre-publication manuscript, 

144-147, 152; 2018. 
Ancestry.com biographical files. 
U.S. censuses, city directories, death certificates. 
Real estate records,  
Cottonwood Heights Historical Committee files.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 4  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  
 
Building Style/Type: Craftsman Bungalow residence with Ranch House remodeling No. Stories: 1.0  

Foundation Material: concrete Wall Material(s): shingle-sided wood frame   

Additions:     none   x minor      major (describe below) Alterations:     none   x  minor      major (describe below) 

Number of associated outbuildings     2          and/or structures     1      . 

Briefly describe the principal building, additions or alterations and their dates, and associated outbuildings and structures.  
Use continuation sheets as necessary. 
 
The Fowlks House sits far back from 2300 East on a sizable 0.82-acre lot. Entry to the yard by car to the house and detached 
garage behind it is via a long driveway along the north property line. Flanking the driveway entry are two large, wayfinding 
posts or piers made of cobblestone, each topped by a round boulder “finial.” 
 
The Fowlks House is said to have been built in 1928 and this comports with its original Craftsman Bungalow style, popular 
then. Sitting on a concrete foundation is a wood-frame structure sided with tall, wood shingles on the main level wall and 
smaller shingles in the triangular upper gable ends.  Supporting the widely overhanging roof eaves are Craftsman-style 
wooden brackets. Along the north gabled wall is a masonry chimney, while along the south wall is a roofed, open-air patio 
addition.  Its roof and the non-original front porch roof are supported by wrought iron posts. All of the home’s windows are 
rectangular with fixed or sliding sashes.  
 
Although it may not be apparent at first glance or without the aid of the old tax photo, the house has been altered in important 
ways. The north chimney has been added. The exterior was originally monochromatic, not divided visually into a main level 
band of dark color under white gable ends. This high contrast makes the house appear very different than it did when built. 
Other alterations include the replacement of the cantilevered front, gabled porch roof with the larger, present shed one. Most 
or all of the original awning-style, small-paned windows have been replaced with modern, sometimes smaller windows and 
some windows have been filled in or covered over entirely. The result of all these modifications is a house that appears to be 
a hybrid—half Bungalow and half Ranch or vernacular. In all, its form is intact but the architectural integrity of some of its 
detailing has been lost. 
 
Behind the house to the west is an architecturally similar garage with a gabled roof and large shingle siding. It is visually 
compatible with the main house. To the north of the garage is a small, one-story, hip-roofed structure made of cobblestone. It 
was apparently a milk house or summer kitchen. It appears to have been built at the same time as the house, or earlier. 
According to the present owner, whose family has owned the property since 1946, the lot also once contained an array of 
barns, animal shelters and related agricultural outbuildings. When built, it was the only house in the area. 
 
 5  HISTORY  
 
Architect/Builder: unknown Date of Construction: c. 1928 
 
Historic Themes:  Mark themes related to this property with "S" or "C" (S = significant, C = contributing). 

(see instructions for details) 
    Agriculture     Economics     Industry     Politics/ 
 C Architecture     Education     Invention       Government 
    Archeology     Engineering     Landscape     Religion 
    Art     Entertainment/       Architecture     Science 
    Commerce       Recreation     Law     Social History 
    Communications     Ethnic Heritage     Literature     Transportation 
    Community Planning     Exploration/     Maritime History     Other:   
      & Development       Settlement     Military 
    Conservation     Health/Medicine     Performing Arts 
 
Write a chronological history of the property, focusing primarily on the original or principal owners & significant events.  
Explain and justify any significant themes marked above.  Use continuation sheets as necessary. 
 
This property was created from the larger one first homesteaded by William McGhie, Jr., who received it from the United 
States by patent in 1882. It remained in his ownership until his death, after which, in 1918, his widow Mary McGhie 
conveyed it to their daughter Sarah Jane McGhie via a quit claim deed.  



 

 

Like Butlerville’s founding Butler brothers, the McGhie clan settled early in the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon, 
obtaining sizable parcels of land and playing an important role in the area’s initial development. Scotsman William McGhie, 
jr. was born in Kirkoswald, Ayre County in 1830 to John Kellie and Elizabeth Collins. When she was remarried to William 
McGhie, Sr. in 1831, her infant son was adopted and given the name McGhie, with the Junior added. In 1854 the family, now 
expanded with the addition of two more children, sailed from Scotland to the United States. By then William, Jr. had married 
Mary McBain, born in Glasgow, Scotland in 1832. They brought with them their three small children. On the voyage the 
passengers, Including William, Jr. and his two-year old son, William III, contracted smallpox and were quaranteed. Although 
many others on board perished, all the McGhies were fortunate to survive. 
 
Upon arriving in Utah, the McGhies settled in the Millcreek area but stayed there only a year or two before relocating to 
Provo where William, Jr. was employed in a sawmill. They returned to Millcreek in the fall of 1856 and remained in the area 
for ten years. After spending 1865-66 in Midway, the McGhies returned to the Salt Lake Valley, settling on 80 acres near and 
south of the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon. This occurred in about 1867, making the McGhies one of the first families to 
permanently locate there. 
 
The McGhie parcel of land was bounded on the south by 7000 South and on the northeast by the Old Mill Road. The top of 
the property was the nexus of Wasatch Boulevard and the Old Mill Road. On their original large parcel the McGhies built a 
complex of buildings to serve their family and function as a way-station for the teamsters, miners and sawyers working up 
the canyon. In addition to their own family home, they had a stable from which they rented horses. William, Jr. also 
purchased the brewery built by Philander Butler, renaming it “McGhie’s Tavern.” While serving as the area’s postmaster, his 
house was also the first post office. When Butlerville Precinct was formed in 1877, McGhie became its first constable. 
In 1872 William McGhie, Jr. expanded his holdings after receiving from the federal Morrill Act a patent allowing him to 
farm a separate 160-acre piece of land in section 25, bounded by today’s Wasatch Boulevard on the east and his son-in-law, 
Neri Butler’s, property on the west. He also obtained rights to Big Cottonwood Creek water, enabling him to create the 
McGhie Canal and expand his farm. The 1880 and 1900 censuses show McGhie as a farmer. He also sold shares in the ditch 
to farmers along 2300 E., allowing them to irrigate their farms. McGhie also secured the rights to the seven large streams of 
water flowing from the hillside opposite his house in Butlerville. Known as McGhie Springs, the City of Murray acquired 
them in 1919 to provide culinary water for the city’s supply. 
 
In 1887 a major fire, started accidentally by his grandson, burned down much of McGhie’s estate. William and Mary McGhie 
were a prolific couple. They had twelve children, all of whom lived to maturity—a rare occurrence at that time. Their 
children married into many of the other prominent families in Butlerville, including the Butler, Blair, Covert, Colebrook and 
Staker families.  William, Jr. died in 1902. Mary McGhie stayed in their home until she sold it to Hyrum Covert in 1912. She 
died in Butlerville in 1921. This particular piece of their property, now containing 6608 S. 2300 E., was conveyed in 1918 by 
Mary to her daughter-in-law, Sarah Jane McGhie, the widow of William McGhie III. Two years later, Sarah Jane transferred 
it to her niece Charlotte Fowlks and her husband John W. for $3,000.  
   
John William Fowlks was born in about 1877 to English-born John W., Sr. and Annie Fowlks. He married his wife Charlotte 
T., born in 1886, and they resided on their farm on Creek Road until later moving to Highland Drive. He died in 1946. The 
Fowlks’ owned the property for three years between 1923 and ’27, before selling it to Lillie G. and Walter G. Scott. The 
Scotts took out a $3,000 mortgage there in 1928, the year the tax card says the house was built, so it appears to have been 
built for them and they maintained its ownership until 1931.  
 
Walter Gray Scott was born in Greensboro, North Carolina in 1877 to Eli H. and Sallie E. Young. In Salt Lake City in 1902 
he married Lillie G. Coggle, born in 1876. A salesman, first for a carriage company and then for an insurance company, in 
1930 they were living in Butler, probably in this home. In 1931 the Scotts sold the property to Van R. and Gladys Savage, 
who took out mortgages of $5,000 and $4,138.40 on it in 1931 and ’32. Apparently to satisfy indebtedness, the Home 
Owner’s Loan Corp. took over ownership in 1937, selling it in 1948 to George D. and Lillian L. Gray, parents of the present 
owner, Ann Christine Gray. 
 
George Donald Fullerton Gray was born in Utah in 1908 to George and Annie Fullerton Gray. A carpenter and building 
contractor, he married Lillian Lavinia Lundgren, born in Utah in 1914. During their ownership of this home, they are listed in 
city directories as living at 6594 S. 23rd E. and by 1953, at the address of this home—6608 S. 23rd E. It may be that these 
addresses were both valid for this property at different times. In 1991, her aged parents George and Lillian Gray conveyed the 
property to their daughter, Ann Christine. George died in 1994, followed by Lillian in 2001.  Given his skills as a carpenter-
builder, it appears George Gray made the changes to the home done after 1946, as well as building the matching, shingled 
garage. 
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