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 HISTORIC SITE FORM (10-91) 

UTAH STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

 1  IDENTIFICATION  

 

Name of Property: Chester A. & Lorenna (a.k.a. Lorena) C. Forbush Baker Residence 

Address:   1843 E. Creek Road Township 2S Range 1E Section: 33 

City, County: Cottonwood Heights, Salt Lake UTM:   

Current Owner Name:  Joseph D. & Sharon S. Johnson USGS Map: Draper Quadrangle (2017) 

Current Owner Address:  same as above  

  Tax Number: 22-33-203-026-0000 

Legal Description (include acreage): BEG W 214.5 FT M OR L & N 5°30' E 63.99 FT M OR L FR SE COR OF NW 1/4 OF 

NE 1/4 OF SEC 33, T2S, R1E, SLM; N 5°30' E 171.135 FT; N 65° E 26,4 FT; N 7°30' E 26.61 FT; N 52°49'28”E 53.71 FT; 

N 56°35' E 128.65 FT M OR L; N 74°25'33" E 17.05FT; S 369.96 FT M OR L; N 75°33'25" W 217.27 FT M OR L TO 

BEG. 1.247 AC M OR L. 

 2  STATUS/USE  

 
Property Category Evaluation Use 

  x building(s)   x eligible/contributing  Original Use:  single family dwelling 

     structure      ineligible/non-contributing 

     site      out-of-period  Current Use:  single family dwelling 

     object 

 
 3  DOCUMENTATION  

 
Photos: Dates Research Sources (check all sources consulted, whether useful or not) 

  x digital: 2018  x  abstract of title  x  city/county histories 

     prints:    x  tax card & photo      personal interviews 

     historic:      building permit      USHS History Research Center 

      sewer permit      USHS Preservation Files 

Drawings and Plans      Sanborn Maps      USHS Architects File 

     measured floor plans      obituary index      LDS Family History Library 

     site sketch map  x  city directories/gazetteers      local library:  

     Historic American Bldg. Survey  x  census records      university library(ies): 

     original plans available at:  x  biographical encyclopedias 

     other:      newspapers 

 

 

Bibliographical References (books, articles, interviews, etc.) 

Attach copies of all research notes, title searches, obituaries, and so forth.  

 

City Between the Canyons: A History of Cottonwood Heights, 1849-1953, Allen Dale Roberts, pre-publication manuscript, 

87, 2018. 

Ancestry.com biographical files. 

U.S. censuses, city directories, death certificates.        

Real estate records.



 

 4  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  

 
Building Style/Type:  Tudor Revival Bungalow residence No. Stories:  2.0  

Foundation Material:  concrete Wall Material(s):  stucco   

Additions:     none   x minor      major (describe below) Alterations:     none   x minor      major (describe below) 

Number of associated outbuildings      1         and/or structures      0     . 

Briefly describe the principal building, additions or alterations and their dates, and associated outbuildings and structures.  

Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 
The Baker House sits on a tiny, 426 square foot (0.01 acre) lot subdivided away from a larger parcel upon which a large, 

recent house and a separate, modern garage exist. The small, two-level dwelling is a Tudor bungalow in style, although, if not 

for the half-timber and stucco exterior design, it would appear as a Prairie Style bungalow in form, the latter owing to its 

brick masonry and stucco-banded walls, its low-pitched, hip-roofed main form and the front porch, and its horizontal, triparte 

windows.  

 

The lower level of the residence is a half-story below grade, while the main floor is a half-story above grade. Entry to the 

house is up a stairway and through the open side of the front porch, then into the south wall doorway. Both the Tudor Revival 

and Prairie Style were present in Utah by 1910, as was the kind of reinforced concrete construction evident in the foundations 

walls. The tax card for this house says it was built in 1923 and this corresponds to the $1,500 mortgage taken out by the 

Bakers in 1922 to build this home. A frame and stucco addition was made to the left/west side of the home, perhaps in 1973, 

and a full-width, shed-roofed porch was added across the rear of the home in modern times. The floor plan shown on the tax 

card does not appear to match the existing dwelling.   

 
 5  HISTORY  

 
Architect/Builder: unknown Date of Construction: 1923 

 

Historic Themes:  Mark themes related to this property with "S" or "C" (S = significant, C = contributing). 

(see instructions for details) 

    Agriculture     Economics     Industry     Politics/ 

 S Architecture     Education     Invention       Government 

    Archeology     Engineering     Landscape     Religion 

    Art     Entertainment/       Architecture     Science 

    Commerce       Recreation     Law     Social History 

    Communications     Ethnic Heritage     Literature     Transportation 

    Community Planning     Exploration/     Maritime History     Other:   

      & Development       Settlement     Military 

    Conservation     Health/Medicine     Performing Arts 

 

Write a chronological history of the property, focusing primarily on the original or principal owners & significant events.  

Explain and justify any significant themes marked above.  Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 

Various generations of the Baker family owned this property from 1876 through 1964, when it was sold to its present owners. 

Early Union settler and farmer Charles Benjamin Baker (1832/33-1908) first homesteaded the larger parcel, for which he 

received a patent in 1876. Baker was born in Prince, Prince Edward Island, Canada to John and Amy Cole Baker. In 1860 he 

married Crucy Mathielda Elmer, daughter of Elijah and Mary Ann Williams Elmer, considered the second permanent settlers 

of Little Cottonwood, which later became part of Union, which in 2005 became part of newly incorporated Cottonwood 

Heights. The 1870 census shows that Charles and Crucy also were living in Little Cottonwood then, making them among 

Creek Road’s first colonists. In 1885 Baker took out a mortgage on the property, suggesting that he built a home there then—

a dwelling no longer extant.  

 

Upon the death of Charles in 1908, the property was conveyed to his wife, Crucy and two of their children, Elijah M. and 

Chester A. Baker. In 1922 Chester Baker and his wife, Lorena/Lorenna Catherine Baker took out a $1,500 mortgage on the 

property, followed by a second $1,500 mortgage in 1925. This funding allowed them to build the small, extant, two-level 

bungalow and the barn and outbuildings which no longer exist. 

 

Chester Arthur Baker, a farmer, was born in Union in 1883. He and Lorenna married in 1908. He died in 1940 after having 

always lived on Creek Road in Union. Lorenna Catherine Forbush Baker obtained ownership of the house by a decree issued 

in 1943. She was born in 1890 in Union, the daughter of Loren Ezra Forbush (1846-1914) and Catherine or Isabelle Forbush. 



 

Loren’s parents were Rufus Francis and Sarah Louisa Forbush, among the first settlers of Little Cottonwood and Union. 

Upon Lorenna’s death in 1964, the Baker House was purchased by its current owners, J. Dean and Sharon Johnson, for 

$19,000. 
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