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 HISTORIC SITE FORM (10-91) 

UTAH STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

 1  IDENTIFICATION  

 

Name of Property: Hyrum Henry & Alma E. “Bessie” Forbush House 

Address:   1341 E. Creek Road Twnshp 2S Range 1E Section: 28 

City, County: Cottonwood Heights, Salt Lake UTM:   

Current Owner Name:  Steven R. Oakeson USGS Map: Draper Quadrangle (2017)  

Current Owner Address:  same as above  

  Tax Number: 22-28-351-041-0000 

Legal Description (include acreage): BEG N 416.13 FT & E 342.62 FT & N 19^40' E 20.45 FT FR SW COR SEC 28, T 2S, 

R 1E, SLM; N 19^40' E 175.75 FT; N 22^10' E 2.5 FT; S 60^49'01" E 99.72 FT; S 31^33'52" W 10.68 FT; S 54^34'59" E 

92.43 FT; S 37^08' W 21.81 FT; S 20^32' W 103.46FT; NW'LY ALG A 629.17 FT RADIUS CURVE TO L 40.83 FT; N 

71^35'13" W 111.67 FT; NW'LY ALG A 527.5 FT RADIUS CURVE TO R 24.65 FT TO BEG. 0.706 AC M OR L. 

 

 2  STATUS/USE  

 
Property Category Evaluation Use 

  x building(s)  x eligible/contributing  Original Use:  single family dwelling 

     structure      ineligible/non-contributing 

     site      out-of-period  Current Use:  single family dwelling 

     object 

 
 3  DOCUMENTATION  

 
Photos: Dates Research Sources (check all sources consulted, whether useful or not) 

 x  digital: 2018  x  abstract of title  x  city/county histories 

     prints:    x  tax card & photo      personal interviews 

 x  historic: c. 1940      building permit      USHS History Research Center 

      sewer permit      USHS Preservation Files 

Drawings and Plans      Sanborn Maps      USHS Architects File 

     measured floor plans      obituary index      LDS Family History Library 

     site sketch map  x  city directories/gazetteers  x  local library:  

     Historic American Bldg. Survey  x  census records      university library(ies): 

     original plans available at:  x  biographical encyclopedias 

     other:      newspapers 

 

 

Bibliographical References (books, articles, interviews, etc.) 

Attach copies of all research notes, title searches, obituaries, and so forth.  

 

 

City Between the Canyons: A History of Cottonwood Heights, 1849-1953, Allen Dale Roberts, prep-publication manuscript, 

2018. 

Cottonwood Heights Historical Committee files. 

Ancestry.com biographical files. 

U.S. Censuses, city directories, death certificates. 

Real estate records.   



 

 4  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  

 
Building Style/Type:  Victorian Cottage with vernacular additions No. Stories:  1.0  

Foundation Material:  concrete Wall Material(s):  concrete block, wood siding    

Additions:     none      minor   x major (describe below) Alterations:     none   x minor      major (describe below) 

Number of associated outbuildings      5         and/or structures     0      . 

Briefly describe the principal building, additions or alterations and their dates, and associated outbuildings and structures.  

Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 
The Hyrum H. and Alma E. Forbush House is a one-story, 1,572 square foot, wood-frame structure sitting on a 0.71-acre lot. 

It contains 9 rooms including three bedrooms and two baths. The original Victorian-styled section to the left was built in 

about 1911 or earlier. A few, less architecturally compatible additions to the east and north/rear expanded the home as the 

family grew. It is said to have been expanded in 1953 and remodeled in 1998. 

 

The original home was Victorian cottage with a crosswing plan and recessed front porch, with beveled concrete block walls 

on the main level walls and wood shingles on the triangular upper gable walls. The windows are rectangular, most with fixed 

sashes. The cornices are trimmed with simple, classical moldings. It is this original part of the house that retains some 

architectural significance. Aside from additions, the main alterations are of windows.  The original lathe-turned porch 

columns remain and they also appear in the c. 1940 tax photo, taken before the east and north additions were built. 

 

The house has had at least two additions. Built across the original north wall is a box-like, wood-sided, hip-roofed structure. 

Its newer siding, lower cornice, modern windows and varying roof shape are somewhat incongruous. Even more so is the 

larger east addition, also featuring narrow wood siding and a lower-pitched hip roof. It has newer sliding windows, minimal, 

flat trim and a recessed, outdoor porch area under roof along the east side. The additions appear to date from the 1930s 

through 1950s, with one dating to 1953, according to the tax card. 

 

Also on the site, east of the house, are five outbuilding. The earliest one is a wood-frame, wood-sided, shed-roofed structure. 

The second, a more modern, metal-sided, slightly-pitched, gabled garage. The others, even further east, are small, frame, 

gabled and gambrel-roofed storage sheds. 

 
 5  HISTORY  

 
Architect/Builder: unknown Date of Construction: 1911, 1953 

 

Historic Themes:  Mark themes related to this property with "S" or "C" (S = significant, C = contributing). 

(see instructions for details) 

    Agriculture     Economics     Industry     Politics/ 

 C Architecture     Education     Invention       Government 

    Archeology     Engineering     Landscape     Religion 

    Art     Entertainment/       Architecture     Science 

    Commerce       Recreation     Law     Social History 

    Communications     Ethnic Heritage     Literature     Transportation 

    Community Planning     Exploration/     Maritime History     Other:   

      & Development       Settlement     Military 

    Conservation     Health/Medicine     Performing Arts 

 

Write a chronological history of the property, focusing primarily on the original or principal owners & significant events.  

Explain and justify any significant themes marked above.  Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 

The Forbush House, said to have been built in 1911, was likely built for Hyrum Henry and Alma E. Forbush, owners of the 

property from 1902 until 1959. This lot was created from a larger tract of land obtained by patent in 1886 by early Little 

Cottonwood and Union pioneer Rufus Forbush. Upon his death in 1901, his estate conveyed the property by degree to son 

Hyrum Henry Forbush in 1902. The Forbush family was one of the most prominent and influential in the settling of this 

southeast corner of Salt Lake County. Rufus Francis Forbush was born in 1818 in Royalston, Massachusetts. His parents 

were Rufus Forbush and Polly Clark, a couple among the very first to colonize here, beginning with the 1849 settlement of 

Little Cottonwood. It was Polly Clark whose death and burial in 1851 led to Rufus donating that land for use as a cemetery, 

the Union Pioneer Memorial Cemetery (See the Intensive Level Survey for 1533 E. Creek Road.) 



 

Hyrum Henry Forbush was born in Council Bluffs in 1851 during the Mormon trek west. His parents were Rufus Francis and 

Sarah Louisa Beckstead Forbush, born in Iowa and Illinois, respectively, and both Mormon converts, they married in Nauvoo 

in 1843.  Hyrum’s wife was Alma Elizabeth Hackford.   

 

The tax card gives a 1911 construction date for the original house, the Victorian cottage to the left, although that style of 

residence dates back to the 1890s, so the house could be older than suggested. The fact that its walls are of beveled, stone-

simulated concrete block, popular mostly from 1910=on, suggest that the 1911 date is plausible. 

 

After Hyrum’s died in 1933, the house stayed in the Forbush family, next owned by Millie Tranquilla Forbush, the wife of 

Rufus Francis Forbush III.  She was born in about 1887, the daughter of John Albert and Sarah Matilda Mower.  He was born 

in about 1885-86 and they married in 1908. Among their children were Dellis R. and Lorna M. Forbush, who obtained 

ownership of the house in 1959 after Millie became a widow.  She continued to live on Creek Rd, perhaps with her children 

and she died in 1970. 

 

In 1977 Dellis R. and Mary E. Forbush sold the property to Lorna M., who had since married and went by Lorna M. Alder. 

Then in 1983, the house finally left the Forbush family for the first time, after more than 100 years of continuous ownership 

(including the pre-patent, early pioneer ownership). Now going by Lorna M. Alder Soffee, Lorna sold the property to 

Steven.R. Oakeson and Corrie van de Merve. Two years later Corrie sold her share to Steven, making him the sole and 

present owner. 
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