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 HISTORIC SITE FORM (10-91) 
UTAH STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

 1  IDENTIFICATION  
 
Name of Property: Union Pioneer Memorial Cemetery 

Address:   1533 E. Creek Road Township 2S Range 1E Section 28 

City, County: Cottonwood Heights, Salt Lake UTM:   

Current Owner Name:  Daughters of Utah Pioneers USGS Map: Draper Quadrangle (2017)  

Current Owner Address:  300 N. Main Street  

 Salt Lake City, UT 84103 Tax Number: 22-28-378-037-0000 

Legal Description (include acreage): BEG S 89^48'07" E 1101.6 FT & S 7.78 FT FR SW COR SEC 28, T 2S, R 1E, SLM; 

N 209.99 FT; S 89^48' E 153.7 FT; S 0^08' E 348.45 FT; N 59^17'35" W 66.89 FT; NE'LY ALG A 920.69 FT RADIUS 

CURVE TO L 117.56 FT TO BEG. LESS STREET. 0.924 AC 

 2  STATUS/USE  
 
Property Category Evaluation Use 
     building(s)   x eligible/contributing  Original Use:  cemetery 
     structure      ineligible/non-contributing 
  x site      out-of-period  Current Use:  cemetery 
     object 
 
 3  DOCUMENTATION  
 
Photos: Dates Research Sources (check all sources consulted, whether useful or not) 
 x  digital:2018   x abstract of title   x city/county histories 
     prints:   x tax card & photo      personal interviews 
     historic:      building permit      USHS History Research Center 
      sewer permit      USHS Preservation Files 
Drawings and Plans      Sanborn Maps      USHS Architects File 
     measured floor plans      obituary index      LDS Family History Library 
     site sketch map   x city directories/gazetteers   x local library:  
     Historic American Bldg. Survey   x census records      university library(ies): 
     original plans available at:   x biographical encyclopedias 
     other:   x newspapers 
 
 
Bibliographical References (books, articles, interviews, etc.) 

Attach copies of all research notes, title searches, obituaries, and so forth.  
 
City Between the Canyons: A History of Cottonwood Heights, 1849-1953, Allen Dale Roberts, 2018. 
 
“Union Pioneer Cemetery” and “Union Cemetery Records,” Dellis R. Forbush, Karen Forbush. 
 
A Union, Utah History, Steven K. Madsen. 
 
“History of Union Fort Cemetery,” Venna G. Smart. 
 
Union, Utah: Our Heritage of Pioneers, 216                                                                                                      
 
Cottonwood Heights Historical Committee files. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 4  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  
 
Building Style/Type: cemetery; no buildings but several monuments and a metal archway No. Stories:   

Foundation Material: n/a Wall Material(s): n/a   

Additions:   x none      minor      major (describe below) Alterations:     none   x  minor      major (describe below) 

Number of associated outbuildings     1          and/or structures     1      . 

Briefly describe the principal building, additions or alterations and their dates, and associated outbuildings and structures.  
Use continuation sheets as necessary. 
 
The Union Pioneer Memorial Cemetery located on the north side of Creek Road on a rectangular site consisting of 0.92 acres. 
It is laid out in nine rows, labeled A through I, with each row containing up to 20 graves. (See map.)  Along the street-side, 
south side of the cemetery is a concrete plaza containing memorial monuments. The one erected in 1951 by the Daughters of 
Utah Pioneers reads, 
 

UNION CEMETERY Rufus Forbush buried his wife, Polly Clark, at this spot on 22 August, 1851. After several victims 
of a smallpox epidemic had been buried here, he contributed the use of the land as a pioneer cemetery and many of the 
early prominent citizens of Union were buried here. All official records are lost but the restorers of the cemetery have 
been able to identify the graves of 48 adults, 72 children and 20 persons of undetermined age.” 

 
  
One monument placed in 2005 by the Daughters of Utah Pioneers and Boy Scouts of America, names those known to be 
buried there.  Another commemorates the Mormon Battalion. The latter states, “In memory of the brave men of the Mormon 
Battalion who died along the trail from Iowa to California in 1847-1848 and lie in unknown graves.”   
 
Also in the plaza are benches for sitting and a bench-like concrete table or platform on which fallen-over, broken or badly 
weathered grave markers have been placed, face-up. Most of these are made of stone, concrete or wood, all engraved with 
lettering containing information on the deceased.  
 
A curving metal archway spanning two posts marks the cemetery entry. Its capital letters read, “18 UNION PIONEER 
MEMORIAL CEMETERY  51” 
 
 
 5  HISTORY  
 
Architect/Builder: n/a Date of Construction: from 1851 
 
Historic Themes:  Mark themes related to this property with "S" or "C" (S = significant, C = contributing). 

(see instructions for details) 
    Agriculture     Economics     Industry     Politics/ 
    Architecture     Education     Invention       Government 
    Archeology     Engineering     Landscape     Religion 
    Art     Entertainment/       Architecture     Science 
    Commerce       Recreation     Law     Social History 
    Communications     Ethnic Heritage     Literature     Transportation 
 S Community Planning     Exploration/     Maritime History     Other:   
      & Development       Settlement     Military 
    Conservation     Health/Medicine     Performing Arts 
 
Write a chronological history of the property, focusing primarily on the original or principal owners & significant events.  
Explain and justify any significant themes marked above.  Use continuation sheets as necessary. 
 
The Union Pioneer Memorial Cemetery is one of Utah’s oldest cemeteries, interring many of the area’s pioneers plus a few 
who died in the early Twentieth Century. It is located at 1533 East Creek Road, eight-tenths of a mile east of 1300 East, on 
the north side of the road. Directly to the east is an L.D.S. (Mormon) meetinghouse. The cemetery entrance is evident from a 
metal archways reading, “18 Union Pioneer Memorial Cemetery 51.” Near it is an impressive stone monument bearing a 
bronze Daughters of Utah Pioneers (D.U.P.) plaque containing the history of the cemetery. Designed by Union resident 



 

 

George A. Green, the marker was placed and dedicated in 1951. A smaller monument nearby, honoring the Mormon 
Battalion, has been damaged.  
 
The cemetery was started unintentionally by Rufus Forbush, Sr., one of the founders of Little Cottonwood (founded in 1849) 
and later, Union Fort/Union, founded in 1854), who first buried his wife, Polly there in August of 1851. Upon returning to the 
spot later, he found several other burials nearby, likely caused by the severe epidemic of the black small pox which killed 
many of his neighbors. Forbush then donate the land for a community cemetery, resulting in the interment of many early area 
settlers. 
 
Among the community notables buried there are the area’s early religious and civic leader, Silas Richards, other members of 
the Forbush family, Union’s first physician, William P. Smith and his first wife, Mary Grimshaw, Joseph and Ann Roberts 
Griffiths and members of their family, Charles Williams, Charles Nowlan and his three wives, Lucy Wheeler, Grandma Terry 
and her daughters, Isabelle Brimhall Forbush, murdered Peter Van Valkenburg, Thomas H. Smart, Sr. and one of his wives 
and daughters, Robert Pate and his wife, George Carson, Elijah Elmer and numerous others. 
Notably, Green Flake and his wife are buried there (despite opposition by some to their interment there), the African 
American who came to Utah in 1847 with Brigham Young and she, who arrived with Heber C. Kimball. One of the other 
three first African American pioneers in Utah, Hark (lay) Wales, was interred nearby. Thus the southwest corner of the 
cemetery was reserved for the graves of Union’s “Black Colony,” as well as those of others of that race living and dying in 
Salt Lake County. 
 
The official records of who is buried where are lost, but local residents have pieces together much of the information relying 
on local knowledge. It is believed that there are at least 140 people buried there, and perhaps as many as 200, although the 
names of many of them are unknown. The last adult to be interred was Sarah Ann Griffiths Forbush, buried in 1939. The last 
baby buried there was Karen Van Valkenburg, interred in 1942. 
 
For many years Jake Galbraith served as the cemetery’s sextant and grave digger. Born in England or Scotland in about 1840, 
he immigrated to Utah in 1856. He was a southerner who had been wounded during the Civil War. After he died in 1917, 
graves were dug on a volunteer basis. 
For most of its existence, the cemetery has not been well cared for or maintained. Vandals, the weather and rising irrigation 
water have ruined many of the wood and stone grave markers. A W.P.A. project in 1932, led by Eddie Fernstermaker, 
cleaned the cemetery. In 1947 a group of descendants organized a group to repair the grounds. Ezra Pater was chosen 
chairman, Mrs. Verna Proctor Bishop served as secretary, with George Nowlan as treasurer. Other committee members 
included Mrs. Leila Brady Nix, Clifford Nowlan, Clarence and Alice Wardle, Kate Brady, Douglas McClure and Vine 
Fernstermaker.  To raise funds for the effort, each family which had ancestors buried there was asked to contribute to the 
renovation. Since then the Pioneer Cemetery has been more respectfully honored and maintained. 
 
The metal arch built over the entry to the Union Pioneer Memorial Cemetery was constructed by Union resident Ellis Reuben 
Forbush, a “genius with metal” who ran a local machine-making and repair shop. He served twice as president of the Union 
Lions Club, which took on the cemetery’s restoration as one of its projects. Dellis fabricated the metal arch and then welded 
it into place on site, it was erected in 1973 and dedicated by the Union Camp of Daughters of Utah Pioneers. 
 
A list of those known or believed to be buried in the cemetery is enclosed in this survey. 
 
The conveyance of property for the cemetery is quite simple. In 1886 It was obtained by Little Cottonwood and Union 
pioneer Rufus Forbush through a homestead patent from the U. S.A. In 1902 after his death, it was conveyed from his estate 
by decree to his son, Hyrum Forbush. Upon Hyrum’s death, his estate conveyed it to the L.D.S. Union 1st Ward in 1948. 
Finally, in 1971 the 1st Ward conveyed it to the Daughters of Utah Pioneers through a Quit Claim Deed. The central D.U.P. 
in Salt Lake City has owned the cemetery ever since. 
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