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 HISTORIC SITE FORM (10-91) 

UTAH STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

 1  IDENTIFICATION  

 

Name of Property: Thomas G. & Lydia Boam Residence 

Address:   6690 S. Highland Drive Township 2S Range 1E Section 21 

City, County: Cottonwood Heights, Salt Lake UTM:   

Current Owner Name:  Cotton Heights Aesthetics & Plastic Surgery USGS Map: Draper Quadrangle (2017)  

Current Owner Address:  same as above  

  Tax Number: 22-21-432-012-0000 

Legal Description (include acreage): COM 549.1 FT S & 33 FT W FR E 1/4 COR SEC 21 T 2S R 1E SL MER S 118.5 FT 

N 89^29' W 183.34 FT N 1^11'32" W 123 FT S 88^07' E 186 FT TO BEG. 0.52 AC 

 2  STATUS/USE  

 
Property Category Evaluation Use 

  x building(s)   x eligible/contributing  Original Use:  single family dwelling 

     structure      ineligible/non-contributing 

     site      out-of-period  Current Use:  single family dwelling 

     object 

 
 3  DOCUMENTATION  

 
Photos: Dates Research Sources (check all sources consulted, whether useful or not) 

 x  digital:2018   x abstract of title  x  city/county histories 

     prints:   x tax card & photo      personal interviews 

 x  historic: c. 1940      building permit      USHS History Research Center 

      sewer permit      USHS Preservation Files 

Drawings and Plans      Sanborn Maps      USHS Architects File 

     measured floor plans      obituary index      LDS Family History Library 

     site sketch map   x city directories/gazetteers   x local library:  

     Historic American Bldg. Survey   x census records      university library(ies): 

     original plans available at:   x biographical encyclopedias 

     other:      newspapers 

 

 

Bibliographical References (books, articles, interviews, etc.) 

Attach copies of all research notes, title searches, obituaries, and so forth.  

 

City Between the Canyons: A History of Cottonwood Heights, 1849-1953, Allen Dale Roberts, pre-publications manuscript, 

2018. 

Cottonwood Heights Historical Committee files. 

Ancestry.com biographical files. 

Real estate records. 

Death certificates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 4  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  

 
Building Style/Type: Craftsman cottage residence No. Stories: 1.5  

Foundation Material: concrete Wall Material(s): wood siding over wood frame   

Additions:     none   x minor      major (describe below) Alterations:     none   x minor      major (describe below) 

Number of associated outbuildings      0         and/or structures     0       . 

Briefly describe the principal building, additions or alterations and their dates, and associated outbuildings and structures.  

Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 

Set far back from Highland Drive on a half-acre, rustically landscaped lot, the 1-1/2 story, wood-framed, wood-sided Boam 

House is said to have been built in 1912 and renovated in 1990. It has 1,440 square feet of floor area on the main floor, 595 

s.f. in the half-story upper floor and 448 s.f. of unfinished area in the basement. The home has nine major rooms including 

three bedrooms and two baths.  

 

In style it is a modest Craftsman cottage or bungalow. Its features include a broadside-facing gabled roof, its eaves supported 

by wood brackets (identical to those on the houses at 6608 S. 2300 E. and 7574 S. Bridgewater, suggesting the same builder), 

a projecting, shed-roofed front porch supported by square, wooden posts, and a central, shed-roofed dormer.  An old tax 

photo shows that the front porch is an addition and that the dormer is a modification of an earlier, narrower, more handsome, 

gabled one with brackets, shingled walls and triparte windows. There is a matching, similarly altered dormer on the west roof 

plane and it was once a porch. A one-story, nearly flat-roofed addition with matching siding is attached to the south exterior 

wall. The dwelling’s rectangular door and window openings, corner boards and cornices are simply trimmed with flat boards. 

The exterior is devoid of ornamentation except for the Craftsmen brackets. The present aluminum siding covers the original 

wooden, drop-lap or novelty siding, although both types of siding are about the same height. 

 

According to the present owner, the interior floor plan has been changed several times. He replaced the original windows 

with modern ones within the last twenty years and made several other modifications to the home.  

 

Behind the front house is a second 1-1/2 story, wood-frame structure which contains an apartment. It too has a broadside-

facing gabled roof with a large shed dormer. It is similar in appearance to the main house but was first a one-story garage 

built in 1977, with the second story added in 1987. It has horizontal aluminum siding, matching east and west dormers, a 

south side, one-story addition, rectangular windows and simple trim. It looks the same today as in a 1987 tax photo. The 

original wood-frame garage on the southwest corner of the lot has been destroyed. 

 

 
 5  HISTORY  

 
Architect/Builder: unknown Date of Construction: 1912 

 

Historic Themes:  Mark themes related to this property with "S" or "C" (S = significant, C = contributing). 

(see instructions for details) 

    Agriculture     Economics     Industry     Politics/ 

 C Architecture     Education     Invention       Government 

    Archeology     Engineering     Landscape     Religion 

    Art     Entertainment/       Architecture     Science 

    Commerce       Recreation     Law     Social History 

    Communications     Ethnic Heritage     Literature     Transportation 

    Community Planning     Exploration/     Maritime History     Other:   

      & Development       Settlement     Military 

    Conservation     Health/Medicine     Performing Arts 

 

Write a chronological history of the property, focusing primarily on the original or principal owners & significant events.  

Explain and justify any significant themes marked above.  Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 

These two homes are built on a larger parcel of land obtained in 1874 by Jane Panter, widow of William Panter. William 

James Panter (1823-1872) was an early pioneer of Union, now part of Cottonwood Heights. He was married in 1854 to Jane 

Gadsby (1830-1889) and they emigrated from England to Utah in 1860. It was Jane who purchased the property in ’74, 

William having died in ’72. In 1881 Jane Panter sold the property to Henry Ottley who the next year sold it to Joseph and 



 

 

Eliza Sheppard for $950, or three and one-half times more than he had paid for it a year earlier. Either he was successfully 

profiteering or a residence had been built on the land at that time.     

 

 Joseph Sheppard was born in Zeal, Wiltshire, England in 1826 to William and Elizabeth Maidment Sheppard. He and his 

wife Eliza immigrated to Utah where in 1880 they lived with their four children in South Cottonwood—an earlier name for 

the Union area. In 1887 they sold this land to the Boam family and moved to Holden, Utah where Joseph Sheppard died in 

1890. 

 

Thomas G., Jr. and Lydia Boam bought this property on November 20, 1887 and they owned it until 1911. Thomas George 

Boam was born in Millcreek, Utah in about 1855, the year after his parents, Thomas Boam. Sr. and Elizabeth McGhie arrived 

in Utah. Thomas. Jr. was married to Lydia C. Erwin, among others. Thomas was a farmer. All of the censuses have them 

living in Millcreek, so they may have purchased this land for farming purposes rather than residing. In 1910 the Boams 

mortgaged the property to a T.C. White for $9,000, suggesting that a home may have been built then. Nine months later they 

sold the property to George C. and Lillian E. Smith for $6,000. In both instances, a 50-acre parcel was involved. Why they 

sold for so much less than the mortgage amount is unknown. 

 

George C. Smith was born in about 1882 to an English father and Utah-born mother. An “accountant for church office,” in 

1910 he and his wife, Lillian E. Smith, lived in the Salt Lake 1st Ward with their three young children. Later censuses show 

them living with as many as eight children in other locations such as Holladay.  Then in the 1911 directory—the year they 

bought the property—they lived in Salt Lake City. That they did not live on this parcel is clear from the title search, which 

shows that they sold it a week after buying it.  

 

The new owners were Henry and William Green. On the same day of the purchase, February 1, 1911, they took out a 

mortgage on the property for $3,000—a third of its value the previous year. The mortgage was granted to an Edward Laird.  

Five months later, however, it is Henry and William Green, not Laird, who granted quit claim deeds to Eliza C. Green and 

Elizabeth Green.  Then on January 29, 1912, Henry Green et al sold the property to John G. Smith for $5,000 and on the 

same day Smith took out a $3,000 mortgage on the site. Three years later, in December of 1914, Smith and his wife Helene 

M. Smith secured two trust deeds totaling $3,100 on this land.  Given the three mortgages and two trust deeds taken out over 

a five year period and involving eight different parties, it is unclear who built and lived in the house. One theory is that the 

Boams built the house in 1910-11. The tax card gives the construction date as 1912, so this is consistent with the period of 

mortgaging activity. However, it is also possible that the home was built by/for George and Lillian Smith in 1911, by the 

Greens in 1911-12 or by John and Helene Smith in 1912-14. Lacking better information, we tentatively call this the Thomas 

and Lydia Boam House.  

 

Henry Green was born in 1867 in Chesterfield, England to William and Lucy Marsden Green. He came to the Unites States 

in 1887 and married Eliza C. Turner in 1891. Thus they do not appear to have been from one of the long-lived Green families 

that settled early in the Union-Butler area. Henry was a bookkeeper and later a plumber and a coal mining contractor. He died 

in 1941. The William involved in ownership may have been his father or their son, both named William.     

 

John G. Smith was born in New York in 1867, the son of parents also born in New York. A nurseryman and farmer, in 1912 

he either purchased the house or had it built, perhaps anticipating his marriage to Helene M. Evans in 1913. A city directory 

shows them living in Union in 1917 but in 1918 the Smiths sold the house to Clara M. Evans. At the same time Clara and her 

husband Willard Vine Evans secured a trust deed on the place for $4,000. Clara was born of Danish parent in about 1880-81 

and died in 1970. Willard was born in 1879 of a Welsh father and English mother. Before moving to Union, the couple lived 

in Bingham Canyon where he worked as an agent for a brewery. In Union he was a farmer and county deputy assessor. 

Willard died in 1967. Directories show the Evans’ living here while they owned the property.    

     

In 1943 the Evans couple sold the property to Bernard Anton and Gladys M. Beckstead Rasmussen.  Born to Anton Rasmus 

Rasmussen and Mary Ann Marie Rasmussen in Draper in 1897, Bernard died in 1946 and in the same year, his widow 

Gladys sold the property to their son, Duane Beckstead Rasmussen. A salesman, Duane married Rosebud Greyson Scowcroft 

in 1949 and they owned the property together until 1954 when they sold it to Leroy C. and Thelma Robinson. 

 

Leroy Calvin Robinson was born in 1910 in Salt Lake City to Alvin Hyrum and Eula Gertrude Robinson. He was married to 

Thelma P. Robinson, daughter of William F. and Ann Robinson. Thelma was born in 1910 in Hunter, Utah. The 1960 census 

shows that the Robinsons were living at this address, 6690 S. 20th E. that year with their three children. He was a salesman 

for the Williams Building Supply Company.  Thelma died in 1994, followed by Leroy the next year. In 1985 the Robinsons 

sold the property to Neal B. and Christine Christensen after owning it for 31 years. 

 

Beyond the historic period, in 1988 the Christensens sold the property to Robert J. and Laurie N. Cleaveland. In 1991 Robert 

conveyed it to Laurie who that year sold it Nicholas A. and Pamela S. Powell. In 2002 the Powells sold it to Svetlana 



 

 

Senkovskaia, who sold it in 2003 to Eric and Kim Montague. In 2017 the Montagues sold the property to its current owners, 

the Cotton Heights Aesthetics & Plastic Surgery company.    

The present owned said on May 20, 2018 that he intends to demolish these buildings soon. He believes that the original house 

was built in 1902, not 1912. If that is true, this still might be the Boam House as the Boams purchased it in 1887 and kept it 

until January of 1911, taking out the two largest mortgages on the property in 1910/11. 

  



 

 

 
 

6690 S. Highland Drive. 

 

 

 
 

6690 S. Highland Drive. 

  



 

 

 
 

6690 S. Highland Drive. 

 

 

 
 

6690 S. Highland Drive. 

  



 

 

 
 

6690 S. Highland Drive. 
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