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 HISTORIC SITE FORM (10-91) 

UTAH STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

 1  IDENTIFICATION  

 

Name of Property: Orson A. & Leota R. Johnson Residence 

Address:   1786 E. 7200 South Township 2S Range 1E Section 28 

City, County: Cottonwood Heights, Salt Lake UTM:   

Current Owner Name:  James N. & Stefany S. Adinaro USGS Map: Draper Quadrangle (2017)  

Current Owner Address:  same as above  

  Tax Number: 22-28-252-017-0000 

Legal Description (include acreage): BEG S 89^46' E 760 FT & N 0^05' E 1102.2 FT FR CEN SEC 28 T 2S R 1E SL MER 

N 0^05' E 179.44 FT S 89^58'30" E 100 FT S 0^05' W 179.8 FT; N 89^46' W 100 FT TO BEG. 0.41 AC. 

 2  STATUS/USE  

 
Property Category Evaluation Use 

  x building(s)   x eligible/contributing  Original Use:  single family dwelling 

     structure      ineligible/non-contributing 

     site      out-of-period  Current Use:  single family dwelling 

     object 

 
 3  DOCUMENTATION  

 
Photos: Dates Research Sources (check all sources consulted, whether useful or not) 

 x  digital:2018   x abstract of title  x  city/county histories 

     prints:   x tax card & photo      personal interviews 

 x  historic: c. 1940      building permit      USHS History Research Center 

      sewer permit      USHS Preservation Files 

Drawings and Plans      Sanborn Maps      USHS Architects File 

     measured floor plans      obituary index      LDS Family History Library 

     site sketch map   x city directories/gazetteers  x  local library:  

     Historic American Bldg. Survey   x census records      university library(ies): 

     original plans available at:   x biographical encyclopedias 

     other:      newspapers 

 

 

Bibliographical References (books, articles, interviews, etc.) 

Attach copies of all research notes, title searches, obituaries, and so forth.  

 

“Amasa David Brown’s Story,” FamilySearch.org, March 19, 2015. 

“Brown’s Hill Residents,” City Between the Canyons: A History of Cottonwood Heights, 1849-1953, Allen Dale 

Roberts, pre-publication manuscript, 156-157, 2018. 

Cottonwood Heights Historical Committee files. 

Ancestry.com biographical files. 

U.S. Censuses, city directories, death certificates. 

Real estate records.         

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 4  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  

 
Building Style/Type: English Style Period Cottage  No. Stories: 1.5  

Foundation Material: concrete Wall Material(s): stucco on wood frame   

Additions:     none   x minor      major (describe below) Alterations:     none   x minor      major (describe below) 

Number of associated outbuildings     3          and/or structures     0      . 

Briefly describe the principal building, additions or alterations and their dates, and associated outbuildings and structures.  

Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 

The Johnson House was reportedly built in 1928 and its Period Cottage style, popular in the 1920s and ‘30s, supports that 

date, as does the mortgaging and construction activity shown then in the title search. Its steeply-pitched roof and stuccoed 

exterior subtly suggest a modest Tudor Revival design influence while the overall form has a Cape Code feeling. The triparte 

living room window and paired, double-hung windows are typical Bungalow elements. Also possible, however, is that the 

first owners, Orson A. and Leota T. Johnson, were influenced by similar, unadorned, vernacular house designs in his parent’s 

native Sweden. For example, the cantilevered, shed-roofed front porch is unusual in American architectural styles but found 

in European dwellings. 

 

The 1-1/2-story house has a rectangular floor plan with its broadside facing a side yard. It is 1,924 square feet in size and 

contains 11 rooms including three bedrooms, two baths and a fireplace. The home sits on a 0.41-acre lot. To its southeast is a 

stylistically matching, detached, two-car garage. Like the house, it has a gabled roof which, on the left, lowers in pitch to a 

shed roof. Behind the garage is a small, freestanding, wood-frame storage shed. Attached to the south/rear of the home is a 

compatible one-story addition with a lower-pitched, gabled roof. To the west of the home is a detached, modern, wood-

framed carport, shed-roofed and open on all sides. Behind the southeastern garage is a wood-frame storage shed. Both the 

main dwelling and the garage are presently painted dark brown, although the old tax photo shows the home was earlier a very 

light color. The main home sits well back from 7200 South behind heavy tree and shrubbery landscaping. The buildings and 

yards are well-maintained.  

 

The exteriors of the Johnson House and garage do not appear to have been substantially altered. Its visual integrity, age and 

relative uniqueness contribute to its architectural significance. 

 

 
 5  HISTORY  

 
Architect/Builder: unknown Date of Construction: 1928 

 

Historic Themes:  Mark themes related to this property with "S" or "C" (S = significant, C = contributing). 

(see instructions for details) 

    Agriculture     Economics     Industry     Politics/ 

 S Architecture     Education     Invention       Government 

    Archeology     Engineering     Landscape     Religion 

    Art     Entertainment/       Architecture     Science 

    Commerce       Recreation     Law     Social History 

    Communications     Ethnic Heritage     Literature     Transportation 

    Community Planning     Exploration/     Maritime History     Other:   

      & Development       Settlement     Military 

    Conservation     Health/Medicine     Performing Arts 

 

Write a chronological history of the property, focusing primarily on the original or principal owners & significant events.  

Explain and justify any significant themes marked above.  Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 

This property has a very complex ownership history with at least 45 individuals, couples and organizations being involved in 

its ownership. While the Johnsons were the home’s builders and first residents, the other property owners are summarized 

below. 

 

The larger property from which this lot was created was obtained in 1884 from the United States by Harriett Francis Hatch 

Brown, the daughter of Dr. William Hatch and Temperance Chalker. Born in 1819 in New Haven, Vermont, she came to 

Utah in 1860 with her husband, William Dearborn Brown, who soon after left Utah to find work. He never returned and 



 

 

perhaps abandoned Harriett and her ten children. A school teacher, poet and writer, she raised her family without remarrying. 

She helped organize the important Brown & Sanford Irrigation Company, still extant today.  

 

Eight years after Harriett Brown’s death in 1880, the property was conveyed by decree to her son, Amasa David Brown and 

his wife, Kate H. Brown. Born in 1859 in Orleans, Michigan, Amasa married Englishwoman Kate H. Powell in 1885 and 

they moved to his farm in Butlerville where they lived for the next 42 years. Amasa also worked in the mining industry. He 

had leases in the Old Telegraph, Spanish, Neptune and Utah mines.  

 

The Browns did not own this parcel of land long, selling it to William R. Andrew in 1888. Andrew and a farmer/nurseryman, 

John Woodbury (1845-1935), each took out a $600 mortgage on the land in 1888 but by 1890 William Andrew and his wife 

Ada G. owned this parcel, selling it to their son, J.F. Andrew for $3,000. In 1891 J.F. and wife Marian Andrew sold the land 

to Horace E. and Matilda O. Young. In 1892 the Youngs secured a mortgage on it through carpenter/builder William T. Noall 

(1861-1939) of Salt Lake City. 

 

A blacksmith and farmer, William Robert Fisher Andrew was born in Salt Lake City in 1855, the son of English parents 

Frederick Chadwick and Mary Ann Fisher Andrew. In 1888 he married Ada Stevenson Gibby and they had at least eight 

children. William Andrew died in 1929. 

 

Horace E. and Matilda Openshaw Webb Young were married in 1889 in Salt Lake City. He was born in Utah in about 1865 

to Lurana E. Young of Indiana and an unnamed father from New York. A hotel bell-boy, laborer, teamster and solicitor, 

Young died in 1908 in Shoshone, Idaho. 

 

In 1894 the property was purchased for $2,500 by James A, and Rose F. Brown, who five months later sold it to Mark and 

Jeannette Spence. The next day they sold it to Sophronia Home for $2,750.  James Brown (1865-1950) was a mining 

property real estate investor and one of many who briefly owned but never lived on this land. Mark Spencer (1864-1928) of 

Salt Lake City was president of the Spencer & Bywater Company and also appears to have been merely a quick-sale investor 

in the property. The same can be said of Sophronia Jane Spencer Home (1859-1948) who sold the land in 1894 after owning 

it for only two months, conveying it for $3,000 to Martha Triplett Arthur Ensign (1854-1923), an Englishwoman and wife of 

Evan Arthur and then of Horace Ensign. Martha Ensign then sold it in 1895 to Jennie and Samuel Gordon, who quickly sold 

it in the same year to Martin E. Callahan, this time for $1,500.   

 

The reason for so many quick sales in so few years is unknown, but Martin Edward and Jane M. Donnelly Callahan were the 

first ones to keep this property for more than a year or two. A nurseryman born of Irish parents in 1858 in New York, Martin 

and Jane, born in 1869, had at least seven children and maintained ownership of this land and its presumed early house (A 

$3,500 mortgage was taken out on it in 1902.) until they sold it to James Thomson in 1905. 

 

James Thomson (1843-1907) was born in England to John and Jane Thomson and was married to Mary Ann Thomson. But 

he died within two years of buying the property, so his estate conveyed it through a court order in 1909 to Charles Don and 

George F. Harding. The next year Charles and his wife Jennie/Jenne/Jane/Jannie Harding conveyed it George F. Harding 

through a quit claim deed valued at $2,225. Born in about 1869, Charles Harding was a realtor who lived in Salt Lake City 

and later moved with his wife and seven children to California. George F., a surgeon/physician, and Birdie Snow Harding 

were the parents of Charles D. Harding. In 1911 Charles and Jennie sold the property to his parents, perhaps facilitating the 

move to California.  

 

In 1916 the property was sold to Ella Cumming Wetzell for $1,300. Born in Illinois in 1856 to Andrew M. and America 

Watters Cumming, (Lou) Ann Wetzell was a music teacher and Salt Lake City resident married to William Ambrose 

Cumming. She died in 1922 and in 1923 a court decree conveyed the land from her estate to William Cumming and Shanna 

C. Jones. Through a series of sales and mortgages between 1923 and 1927, the property was sold to Orson Alma and Leota 

Trimmer Johnson. Some of the loans were for construction materials, so the tax card construction date of 1928 corresponds 

well the Johnsons building the home in ’27-28.   

 

Orson Alma Johnson was born in Utah in about 1898 to Carl O. and Elena/Elna Gustavson Johnson, both from Sweden. A 

salesman and solicitor for a monuments company, Alma was married to Leota J. Trimmer, also born in 1898, and they had at 

least six children. The 1930 census shows them living in Union, whereas before 1927 they had resided in Salt Lake City. 

Orson died in 1942 and in 1950 the house was sold to Eva Wilcox, who owned it until her death in 1957. 

Eva Clark Wilcox, aka Lucy Evaline/Evelyn Clark, was born in Sutherland, Utah in 1871 to Timothy Baldwin and Lucy 

Augusta Clark. Her husband, who apparently was not a co-owner, was Oliver L. Wilcox. She worked as a postmistress and 

they had as many as twelve children. 

 



 

 

By executive decree, the property was conveyed from Eva Wilcox’s estate to Marjorie and Donald E. (C.) Plott, Jr.  They 

owned it until 1964. Donald was born in Murray in 1920 to Italian-born parents, Donald C., Sr. and Maybelle Plott. His 

father worked as a laborer in a copper smelter and Donald, Jr. followed in his father’s profession, working for the American 

Smelting and Refining Company and as a salesman. Marjorie J. Plott was his wife. Donald, Jr. died in 1990. In 1964 the 

Plotts sold the house to Darlene G. and Wesley G. (M.) Fuhriman.  

 

Wesley Martell Fuhriman was born in Salt Lake City in 1930. In 1951 he married Darlene Lorraine Graham and they had six 

children. Like Donald Plott, Jr. Wesley was also a plant worker in Murry. He died in 2012. In 2005 the historic Johnson 

House was sold to James N. Adinaro. James and his wife Stefany Adinaro are the present owners. 
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