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 HISTORIC SITE FORM (10-91) 
UTAH STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

 1  IDENTIFICATION  
 
Name of Property: William & Mary Hannah Hadfield Residence / Merlin A. & Mary E. Berrett Butler Residence 

Address:   2882 E. Fort Union Boulevard Twnshp 2S Range 1E Section: 26 

City, County: Cottonwood Heights, Salt Lake UTM:   

Current Owner Name:  Jodi S. & Tad A. Turgeon USGS Map: Draper Quadrangle (2017)  

Current Owner Address:  same as above  

  Tax Number: 22-26-106-002-0000 

Legal Description (include acreage): BEG 40 FT S FR NE COR OF NW 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 OF SEC 26, T 2S, R 1E, S L 

M; W 6 RDS; S 125 FT; E 6 RDS; N 125 FT TO BEG. LESS ST. 0.28 AC M OR L. 

 2  STATUS/USE  
 
Property Category Evaluation Use 
  x building(s)   x eligible/contributing  Original Use:  single family dwelling 
     structure      ineligible/non-contributing 
     site      out-of-period  Current Use:  single family dwelling 
     object 
 
 3  DOCUMENTATION  
 
Photos: Dates Research Sources (check all sources consulted, whether useful or not) 
 x  digital: 2018  x  abstract of title  x  city/county histories 
     prints:    x  tax card & photo      personal interviews 
 x  historic: c. 1960      building permit      USHS History Research Center 
      sewer permit      USHS Preservation Files 
Drawings and Plans      Sanborn Maps      USHS Architects File 
     measured floor plans      obituary index      LDS Family History Library 
     site sketch map  x  city directories/gazetteers  x  local library:  
     Historic American Bldg. Survey  x  census records      university library(ies): 
     original plans available at:  x  biographical encyclopedias 
     other:      newspapers 
 
 
Bibliographical References (books, articles, interviews, etc.) 

Attach copies of all research notes, title searches, obituaries, and so forth.  
 
(Re. Thomas Wilkerson): City Between the Canyons: A History of Cottonwood Heights, Utah, 1849-1953, Allen Dale 

Roberts, pre-publication manuscript, p. 151, 2018. 
(Re. William and Mary Cornwall): ibid, A.D. Roberts, 151. 
(Re. William and Mary Cornwall): “William and Mary Cornwall Family File,” Cottonwood Heights Historical Committee. 
(Re. David B. Brinton): Conquerors of the West: Stalwart Mormon Pioneers, Vol. I, 360-361, Florence C. Youngberg, 1999, 

S.U.P. 
(Re. David B. Brinton): L.D.S. Biographical Encyclopedia, IV:443, Andrew Jenson, 1936/1971, Western Epics.  
(Re. William and Mary Hadfield): “Robert Hadfield File,” Cottonwood Heights Historical Committee. 
(Re. George Lowe): ibid, A.D. Roberts, 154. 
 (Re. William E., Jr. and Grace M. Rasmussen): “William Edward and Trinie Rasmussen File,” Cottonwood Heights 

Historical Committee. 
(Re. Merlin and Alice Butler): “Butlerville, 1847-1967,” Merlin Butler with William J. Mortimer, James C. Taylor, Arnold 

C. Pope, Butler Stake, 1967. 
Cottonwood Heights Historical Committee files. 
Ancestry.com biographical files. 
Real estate records. 
Death certificates.



 

 4  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  
 
Building Style/Type:  Colonial Revival Cottage  No. Stories:  1.0  

Foundation Material:  concrete Wall Material(s):  siding over frame (poss. adobe under)   

Additions:  x none      minor      major (describe below) Alterations:  x none      minor      major (describe below) 

Number of associated outbuildings    0           and/or structures     0      . 

Briefly describe the principal building, additions or alterations and their dates, and associated outbuildings and structures.  
Use continuation sheets as necessary. 
 
The wide and low Hadfield House was reportedly built in 1888 (tax card) or 1890 (real estate data), and renovated in 1996. 
However, it appears more likely to have been built in the 1930s to ‘50s era. It has a concrete foundation, mid-century 
horizontal siding, a low-pitched roof, modern windows with snap-on muntins, fake shutters (which, when closed would cover 
only half the window area) and a broadside-facing, symmetrical façade. The gridded windows, white door with sidelights, 
plain, white trim and small, gabled portico are modest attempts to give the dwelling a Colonial Revival character. The low 
ceiling/building height, however, without the home being raised up on an elevated pedestal or base, is more typical of modern 
design and construction. 
 
The old tax card shows the house in its present appearance. It shows it to have a rectangular main section with a smaller, 
rectangular rear section. The house is said to have walls of “adobe, frame and asbestos shakes” but the adobe construction is 
not apparent. If there is a c. 1890 adobe house on site, it must be totally hidden beneath either the front or rear sections of the 
house, concealed behind the modern siding.  That is, nothing of an 1890 house is visually evident. The tax card says the 
house was remodeled in 1956 and perhaps it was covered over, entirely rebuilt or replaced in that year.  
 
The Hadfield House sits on a 0.28-acre lot. Its floor plan is 1,014 square feet in size, containing three bedrooms and 2.5 
baths. 
 
 5  HISTORY  
 
Architect/Builder: unknown Date of Construction: c. 1888-90, c. 1936 
 
Historic Themes:  Mark themes related to this property with "S" or "C" (S = significant, C = contributing). 

(see instructions for details) 
    Agriculture     Economics     Industry     Politics/ 
 C Architecture     Education     Invention       Government 
    Archeology     Engineering     Landscape     Religion 
    Art     Entertainment/       Architecture     Science 
    Commerce       Recreation     Law     Social History 
    Communications     Ethnic Heritage     Literature     Transportation 
    Community Planning     Exploration/     Maritime History     Other:   
      & Development       Settlement     Military 
    Conservation     Health/Medicine     Performing Arts 
 
Write a chronological history of the property, focusing primarily on the original or principal owners & significant events.  
Explain and justify any significant themes marked above.  Use continuation sheets as necessary. 
 
Starting with the first owner/patent holder, homesteader Thomas Wilkerson, this property has been owned by many of the 
earlier settlers of Butlerville, later called Butler and now a part of Cottonwood Heights. Thomas and his wife, Elizabeth 
Followell Wilkerson, had a home on the original 160 parcel in Section 26 as early as 1869, making them among the first 
settlers of Butlerville. Thomas was in born in 1797 in Richmond or Clay, Kentucky, the son of David and Elizabeth 
Wilkerson. In 1827 he married Elizabeth or Eliza Followell and they had eleven children. In 1852 the family, then numbering 
the parents and six children, arrived in Utah. In the mid-1870s the family moved to Kanab where Thomas died in 1882, 
followed by Elizabeth in 1883. Before moving, Wilkerson sold the property to David B. Brinton on February 16, 1874. 
 
David Branson Brinton, Jr., the son of prominent Utah pioneer religious leader David Brinton and one of his wives, Harriett 
W. Dilworth, was born Feb. 23, 1850 in Savannah, Missouri, and survived the trek to Utah as a baby, arriving the same year. 
Ordained an L.D.S. high priest in 1877, he served as bishop of the Big Cottonwood Ward of the Cottonwood Stake from 
1877 to 1900.  A construction contractor, Brinton owned many pieces of land in Salt Lake, Summit and Sanpete Counties, 
including the one-fourth of this parcel (40 acres) which he sold to William Cornwall on October 16, 1874, after owning it for 
only eight months.  



 

William Cornwall and his son Joseph sold the 40 acres, and then a 20 acre piece of it, back and forth to each other between 
1874 and 1888 when William and Mary sold the 20 acres to William Hadfield. William Cornwall was born in 1828 or 1830 
in Gilford, Down, Ireland and came to Utah in 1861 with his father, Alexander (1806-1880) and siblings, settling in Mill 
Creek. He and his wife Mary Jane Hutchison (1829-1893, also from Gilford), whom he married in 1850, were living there in 
1870 with their five children. Alexander died in 1880 and by that year, William and Mary were residents of Butlerville with 
their children, William, Jr., Thomas, Joseph and Elizabeth and 21-year old daughter, once married Mary J. Humphreys. Mary 
Jane died in 1893 but William remained in Butler until at least 1900 when the census records him as a 70-year-old farmer. He 
died in 1915. If it is true that part of the existing the house is a c. 1888 adobe house, as stated on the tax card, then that part of 
the house could have been built for the Cornwalls in that year or earlier. However, since they sold the land in 1888, the year 
the house was supposedly built, it is more likely that it was built by the new owners, William and Mary Hannah Hadfield, 
who owned it over the next four years.  
 
William Hadfield was born in 1863 in Padfield, Derbyshire, England to Robert and Mary Ann Mace Hadfield. In 1886, he 
married Mary Hannah Jarman, also born in 1863, in Tadlow, Cambridge, England.  Mary died of a child birth in 1893. A 
family history says that “William and Mary lived in a two-room adobe house where the cemetery is.” Which cemetery it was 
is not specified.  William remarried in 1904 to Mary Latila Wilding and they moved to Mill Creek, but even before Mary’s 
death, this land had been sold to George Lowe, a transaction recorded on July 8, 1892. This time, ten of the previous 20 acres 
was sold.  Given that the original house is said to have been built in 1888-1890 and the Hadfield family owned the property 
then, we are tentatively calling this the William and Mary Hannah Hadfield Residence. 
 
George Lowe owned the property from 1892 until he sold it in 1917. The Lowes were among the many English immigrants 
who located in early Cottonwood Heights. George was born in 1843 in Offley, Hertfordshire, England, while his wife, Sarah 
Bateman, was born in 1833 in nearby Bovington. The Lowes arrived in the United States in 1872 after converting to 
Mormonism in about 1865. They settled in Butlerville in 1878. Here George farmed his land, said to be located on the “south 
side of the Butlerville Bench Road between the Rasmussen and Handley homesteads.” Ten years George’s senior, Sarah died 
in 1914, followed by George in 1921.  Three years before his death, George Lowe sold this property to his neighbor, William 
E. Rasmussen, Jr., for $2,000—an amount suggesting the land had been improved upon, probably by the construction of a 
house.  
 
William E., Jr. and wife Grace M. Rasmussen owned this lot through 1928, although there were various legal actions 
involving it during this period, including a foreclosure action. William Edward Rasmussen was born in 1859 in Omaha, 
Nebraska. His parents, William E. and Trinie Rasmussen, had emigrated from Denmark. The family lived in Granite where 
they built a home “on the east side of Wasatch Boulevard” and they “owned land from about 8200 to 8600 South and west to 
the east side of Danish Road.” One of six children, William E., Jr. married Grace Mabel Emerick in 1908. They may have 
lived in the house here briefly until moving to Salt Lake City and then to California in about 1925. He died in 1944.  
 
On Dec. 15, 1928, the house was sold to Carl A. Badger, who may have obtained it through a foreclosures sale, the 
Rasmussen’s having left it at least three years earlier. Carl (nee Carlos) Ashby Badger was born in Utah in 1879 to Rodney 
Carlos and Louisa Adeline Badger.  He was an attorney and apparently purchased this house as an investment as he lived at 
this time and for many decades with his wife, Rose (nee Rosalia) J. Badger and 8 children in their family home at 995 
Lincoln Ave. in Salt Lake City. After owning it for only 42 days, the Badgers sold the home to another neighbor, George A, 
Handley, on Jan. 26, 1929.  
 
George Alfred and May Ferrell Handley owned this property through the years of the Great Depression, from 1929 through 
June of 1936 when it was apparently sold for taxes amounting to $46.40.  George was born in England in 1886, the son of 
William F. and Sarah A. Handley. He married Englishwoman May Ferrell in 1905. Together they had five children. A brick 
mason by trade, George died Oct, 24, 1930, less than a year after buying this home. May remained in Butlerville but, without 
her husband’s income, may have been forced to give up the house. In mid-1936 it was obtained by Merlin A. Butler, of 
Butlerville’s famed Butler namesakes. 
 
Merlin Alma Butler was born in Butlerville in 1900 to Leander Neri Butler and his wife Effie. Merlin was therefore the 
grandson of Leander Butler, one of the five brothers who founded Butlerville. In 1920 Merlin married Alice E. Berrett (1903-
1976) of the Berrett Lane family renown. Merlin worked at various jobs, including radio plant laborer and truck driver, but he 
is also known locally for writing the history, “Butlerville, 1847-1967,” for the L.D.S. Butler Stake. The 1940 census verifies 
that the Butlers lived in this home, as their address was given as “2900 E. 70th S,” which corresponds closely with 2882 E. 
Ft. Union Blvd.  After Merlin’s death on March 8, 1970, wife Alice retained ownership until her passing in 1976, after which 
her estate sold the home to Fred T. and Renee D. Gruter. Given that the Butlers owned this property from 1936 until 1976, 
during which years the home appears to have been built, we consider an alternative name for the home to be the Merlin A. 
and Alice E. Berrett Butler House. 
 



 

Beyond the historic period, the Gruter family owned this house for 15 months and then sold it to Russell D. and Debra 
Larsen. They in turn sold it Sherie N. Deart in 1986 (?). In mid-1997 it was sold to David R. and Hayley D. Rossi who, ten 
months later, sold it Ryan A. and Tawny A. Stott. In less than two years, the house was sold again, this time to its present 
owners, Jodi S. and Tad A. Turgeon.   
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