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 HISTORIC SITE FORM (10-91) 

UTAH STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

 1  IDENTIFICATION  

 

Name of Property: Peter III & Edith M. Carlisle Van Valkenburg Residence 

Address:   1631 E. Creek Road Twnshp 2S Range 1E Section: 33 

City, County: Cottonwood Heights, Salt Lake UTM:   

Current Owner Name:  Cedar Lane Enterprises, LLC USGS Map: Draper Quadrangle (2017)  

Current Owner Address:  same as above  

  Tax Number: 22-33-128-016-0000 

Legal Description (include acreage): BEG N 89^48'07" W 311.39 FT & S 0^17'50" W 619.99 FT & S 3^55' W 132.97 FT 

FR NE COR OF NW 1/4 SEC 33, T 2S, R 1E, SLM; N 62^45' W 89.6 FT; S 27^15' W 93.57 FT; SE'LY ALG A 440 FT 

RADIUS CURVE TO L 114.3 FT; N 3^55' E 110.58 FT M OR L TO BEG. 0.26 AC M OR L. 

 2  STATUS/USE  

 
Property Category Evaluation Use 

  x building(s)  x  eligible/contributing  Original Use:  single family dwelling 

     structure      ineligible/non-contributing 

     site      out-of-period  Current Use:  single family dwelling 

     object 

 
 3  DOCUMENTATION  

 
Photos: Dates Research Sources (check all sources consulted, whether useful or not) 

  x digital: 2018  x  abstract of title  x  city/county histories 

     prints:    x  tax card & photo      personal interviews 

  x historic: c. 1940      building permit      USHS History Research Center 

      sewer permit      USHS Preservation Files 

Drawings and Plans      Sanborn Maps      USHS Architects File 

     measured floor plans      obituary index      LDS Family History Library 

     site sketch map  x  city directories/gazetteers  x  local library:  

     Historic American Bldg. Survey  x  census records      university library(ies): 

     original plans available at:  x  biographical encyclopedias 

     other:  x  newspapers 

 

 

Bibliographical References (books, articles, interviews, etc.) 

Attach copies of all research notes, title searches, obituaries, and so forth.  

 

 

City Between the Canyons: A History of Cottonwood Heights, 1849-1953, Allen Dale Roberts, pre-publication manuscript, 

___, 396; 2018. 

Cottonwood Heights Historical Committee files. 

Ancestry.com Biographical files. 

U.S. Censuses, city directories, death certificates. 

Real estate records.



 

 4  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  

 
Building Style/Type:  Period Cottage No. Stories:  1.0  

Foundation Material:  concrete Wall Material(s):  brick   

Additions:     none   x minor      major (describe below) Alterations:     none   x minor      major (describe below) 

Number of associated outbuildings     0          and/or structures     0      . 

Briefly describe the principal building, additions or alterations and their dates, and associated outbuildings and structures.  

Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 
The Van Valkenburg House is a one-story, single family structure said to have been built in 1924 and renovated in 1993. It 

sits on a 0.26-acre lot. Its 1,222 square foot plan contains seven rooms including two bedrooms and one bath.  

 

Despite its double-gabled roof—the front one of medium pitch and the side one of low pitch—its floor plan is rectangular. 

The exterior’s uniformly red-brown brick is unpainted. The windows are rectangular in modern, header-less openings with 

either fixed or double-hung sashes. The roof edges are simply trimmed and the home is devoid of ornament, giving it a more 

modern character.  

 

Although dated 1924, it has the appearance of an early World War II cottage of the type built from the later 1930s through 

about 1950. Its good condition and post-Period Cottage simplicity suggest a later date in this range. Other features include the 

large sidewall chimney on the west and the simple, little front porch, supported by c. 1940s-‘50s wrought iron posts.  

At the northwest corner of the house is an attached, shed-roofed, two-car garage, accessed from the west side yard. South of 

the garage is an open, recessed west entry into the house, enclosed under a shed roof. This rear room may be an early 

addition. 

 

The Van Valkenburg House appears unaltered from its old tax photo, thus maintaining its original architectural integrity. 

 
 5  HISTORY  

 
Architect/Builder: unknown Date of Construction: 1924 

 

Historic Themes:  Mark themes related to this property with "S" or "C" (S = significant, C = contributing). 

(see instructions for details) 

    Agriculture     Economics     Industry     Politics/ 

 S Architecture     Education     Invention       Government 

    Archeology     Engineering     Landscape     Religion 

    Art     Entertainment/       Architecture     Science 

    Commerce       Recreation     Law     Social History 

    Communications     Ethnic Heritage     Literature     Transportation 

    Community Planning     Exploration/     Maritime History     Other:   

      & Development       Settlement     Military 

    Conservation     Health/Medicine     Performing Arts 

 

Write a chronological history of the property, focusing primarily on the original or principal owners & significant events.  

Explain and justify any significant themes marked above.  Use continuation sheets as necessary. 

 

The Van Valkenburg Residence remained in family ownership from the time it was obtained by Peter van Valkenburg, its 

first owner in the early 1850s, until 1982, for a total of about 130 years altogether. First owner Peter Aker Van Valkenburg 

was born in New York in 1812, the son of William and Ann Beebe Van Valkenburg. He arrived in Utah in 1847 and was one 

of the early settlers of Union, where he was a farmer, carpenter, lawyer and a county justice of the peace. With his three 

polygamous wives, Eliza Ann Boggess Turpin (1824-1891), Margaret Predmore (1810-1897) and, briefly, Caroline Sophia 

Freeman Cutler (1812-1880), he fathered seventeen children.  He is also noted for bringing the first thresher into the area. 

After living in the Union Fort from 1854-on, he moved his families out of the fort to his farm on Creek Road. 

 

Although a leading citizen of Union, Peter van Valkenburg was murdered by two men, his son-in-laws, in 1874, apparently 

over a property dispute. Thus it was his wife, Eliza Ann, who received a homestead patent for their property in 1879. Eliza 

Ann was born in Clarksburg, Harrison County, Virginia in 1824 to Augustus and Lydia Ann Stringer Lyons Boggess, also 

early settlers of Union. She married her first spouse, Jesse Turpin, in 1840 at age sixteen, but he died in 1854. She then 

married Van Valkenburg in 1855/56.  Upon Eliza Ann’s death in 1891, the property went to their grandson, Peter, III. and his 

wife Edith. 



 

Peter Van Valkenburg III was born in Union in 1892 to Peter Boggess Van Valkenburg (Jr.) and Mary Amelia “Nellie” 

McGary Van Valkenburg. In 1918 he married Edith Mary Carlisle, born in nearby Millcreek, Utah in 1895 to John Charles 

Carlisle and Harriet Mellors Carlisle. Peter was a World War I veteran and a member of the American Legion. He served as 

commissioner of Little Cottonwood Creek and director of the Little Cottonwood Water Company. Peter and Edith had eight 

children together and they owned this property at the time the house was built on it, assuming the 1924 date is correct. If it is, 

we call it the Peter and Edith Van Valkenburg Residence. However, the title search revealed no mortgage taken out on the 

property with which to build a house in the 1924 period. Thus the house may not have been built until 1951, as documented 

below.   

 

Given the large size of their family but the small size of this house, the Van Valkenburgs sold it in 1950 to their son, Orin 

Carlisle Van Valkenburg and his wife, Dorothy. In 1951 they took out a mortgage on the property for $2,143 through the 

Sandy City Bank. This suggests that the house may have been built then rather than in 1924, as stated on the tax card. Since 

the house was built in either 1924 or in 1951, in either instance by a Van Valkenburg family, we are safe in calling it the Van 

Valkenburg Residence. 

 

In 1982 Orin and Dorothy sold the property to Richard P. Lusk, the first non-Van Valkenburg to own it. He quickly sold it to 

a Gary L. Taylor in the same year, and Taylor sold it the next year, 1983, to Margaret R. Park. In 2005 her estate sold it to 

Sandra Park, who the same year sold it Jarrod and Marion McComie. In 2008 Jared D. McComie sold it to Cedar Lane 

Enterprises, the current owners. 
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